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Tradi/onal	  Knowledge	  

Tradi'onal	  Knowledge	  is	  observa'onal	  based:	  Informa'on	  
that	   is	   passed	   on	   from	   genera'on	   to	   genera'on;	  
important	  for	  survival;	  it	  is	  gathered	  through	  observa'on,	  
experience,	  and	   is	  o>en	  recorded	   in	  stories	  –	  con'nually	  
tested	  by	  ones	  own	  experience.	  

•  Environmental	  observa'ons	  
•  Effec've	  Harvest	  Prac'ces	  
•  Stewardship	  
•  Spiritual	  connec'on	  



Methods	  
•  Interviews	  
•  Workshops	  

•  Consulta'on	  
•  Record	  observa'ons	  
•  Public	  mee'ngs	  



Senior	  Whaling	  Captains:	  
“I	  know	  you	  are	  trying	  to	  do	  a	  good	   job,	  but	  you’re	  missing	   lots	  of	  whales!	  They	  swim	  
under	  the	  ice	  and	  some	  travel	  way	  offshore	  beyond	  what	  you	  can	  see.	  So,	  figure	  out	  how	  
to	  do	  it	  right….”	  



Popula/on	  Es/ma/on:	  Ice-‐based	  Bowhead	  
Whale	  Census	  	  

(1978	  to	  Present)	  

Visual	  and	  Acous/c	  Component	  

Incorporated	  	  Tradi/onal	  Knowledge	  in	  
Program	  

• 1)	  Whales	  passing	  beyond	  visual	  range	  

• 2)	  Whales	  swim	  beneath	  ice	  



Breathing	  Hole	  in	  Refrozen	  Lead	  1985	  



The	  Acous'c	  ‘Sled-‐Shed’	  



Acous'c	  
Studies	  



Local	  Advisors	  

Use	  local	  knowledge	  to	  help	  design	  studies	  and	  
research	  hypotheses.	  











Summary	  of	  recording	  and	  using	  TEK	  	  
The	  Approach;	  

•  Listen	  to	  the	  locals,	  set	  hypotheses	  based	  on	  their	  observa'ons	  and	  ideas	  
(e.g.,	  ice-‐based	  whale	  census)	  

•  Take	  careful	  notes	  regarding	  observa'ons	  by	  local	  hunters	  

•  Establish	  rela'onships	  with	  locals	  

•  Mutual	  Respect	  (be	  pa'ent,	  takes	  years)	  

•  Iden'fy	  local	  experts	  (compile	  list)	  

•  Good	  communica'on	  

•  Learn	  the	  language/terminology!	  

•  Always	  review	  informa'on	  with	  community	  before	  releasing	  or	  publishing	  

•  Give	  something	  back…	  




